REPORT FROM MARIUPOL, UKRAINE

April 2006
Dear Brethren,

Greetings from Mariupol. Spring is in full bloom and folks are beginning to work in their summer gardens. This usually means a precipitous drop in
attendance at worship and Bible classes. I am, however, happy to report that such has not been the case thus far this year. It is extremely encouraging to
see the maturity that the brethren are showing in this and many other areas.

Our shift from the one year survey of the Bible to a 4-5 year survey has gone surprisingly well. When I first arrived, I suggested studying the Old
Testament on Wednesdays and the New on Fridays. The brethren rapidly shot this down saying it would be too confusing for them. Considering how
unused they were to systematic study, this was probably true and I did not argue.

This time around I was determined to divide the classes because I did not want to go for three years before getting to the New Testament in our classes and
then ignore the Old. When I suggested moving to the new schedule and gave my reasons, the brethren readily agreed. Thus, we are studying Genesis on
Wednesday evenings and a harmony of the Gospels on Fridays. Both studies are progressing very well. Having grown accustomed to memory work
during our previous survey of the Bible, the brethren have found it rather easy to memorize the chapter summaries of the book of Genesis this time around.
Their participation has also greatly increased. Due to the speed or our previous program, I did not take the time to go over the lesson sheets in class. Now,
we go around the room and answer the questions each time and I am often struggling with the clock as a result of their eagerness to talk! I certainly am not
complaining and one of the luxuries of being in a place where the brethren don’t pay much attention to the clock is that we can have class for an hour and a
half without any complaints (it really amounts to on 45 minutes of teaching time since everything I say has to be repeated in Russian). :)

Recently, I arrived for class earlier than I meant to and decided to sit outside for a while before going in. As I was waiting, a man who looked vaguely
familiar came and sat down next to me. He asked for the time and I explained that I didn’t exactly know as I had forgotten my watch. His eyes narrowed
and he replied, “Wait a minute. I know who you are — You’re Misha!” (my Russian name). “I’m Teresa’s husband.” We then proceeded to visit for the
next several minutes. He became increasingly friendly and even invited me to go hunt mushrooms with him sometime. After I accepted, he replied:
“You know, I like you, but I'm not coming to church because God told me not to.”

“Who?!” I asked.

“God” he said again, pointing to the heavens for emphasis.

“Really?” I said, trying not to smile.

He nodded and then fell silent. After examining the ground for a moment he looked up and said, “Well, actually, I like to drink and it’s just too hard to
stop. I've got to be going now,” and left.

Apparently his god did tell him not to come. Sad.

Yet, at the same time, this is a great testament to the conduct of Teresa, Elnora, and Monsour, all of whom share an apartment with him. He has witnessed
the change in their lives and knows what he would have to do should he seek after the Lord as well. The change in their lives is proof enough that it isn’t
“too hard to stop” after all. Apparently the Christians here are starting to get a reputation. I pray that this continues.

As some of you are already aware, I am in the process of translating and printing a newspaper in an effort to reach out to the community here. A recent
visit to the local printing office revealed that the cost will be significantly lower than expected. Thus, I am now in the process of writing and collecting
material to go in it so that it can be translated while I am in the States. The first run will be 10,000 double-sided A3’s. I am hopeful this will result in more
studies.

In the past, the brethren’s attitude toward personal evangelism has seemed lukewarm at best. One of the ideas I have had to fight since coming here is that
this is “our” church and we don’t need anybody else. As a result, I didn’t not know what to expect when I brought up the idea of the newspaper and the
need for someone’s phone number to be on it. I was pleasantly surprised at their eagerness. “Put mine!” “Put mine too!” “Well what about me!?”
Apparently everybody’s phone number is going to be on it — which, of course, is fine with me. Galina stated that she is going to stand out in front of the
factories and hand them out to as many people as possible! Thus, the burden is on me to get the content completed so that we all can get to work!

‘When Shane and Mary Frances were here, they passed along some money that had been given to them to be used for the brethren at my discretion. As it
happened, I had been wanting to obtain some concordances for the brethren here so that they could use them for their own edification. Charles Gant was
kind enough to purchase and ship them from Almaty. After I explained what they were and how to use them, the brethren were very glad to receive them.
I especially wanted Valentin to have a concordance to aid him in preaching in my absence. The night I handed them out I explained that what he could now
do is look up a word he wanted to study, choose the passages he wanted to talk about and then make his own sermon on that topic. Additionally, if he
would go ahead and start working on it, I could help him before I leave. He thought about this for a moment and replied,

“You mean it can be about anything I want?”

“That’s right. Anything you want.”

“OK.T'll do it!” He exclaimed smiling.

It will be interesting to see what he comes up with. Pray for him.

I was encouraged to see a visitor in our midst this past Sunday (which was Orthodox Easter and may have been the reason she decided to come). She lives



in the same building and wanted to “check us out.” She seemed interested and attentive throughout the lesson and even did her best to sing along with us
(Orthodox believers are discouraged from singing in favor of listening to the priest sing the liturgy with an unseen chorus (often of paid professional
singers!) answering him back). Thus she was a little surprised to find us all singing together and seemed to enjoy it. However, as soon as we were
dismissed, she made for the door before I even had a chance to introduce myself. We’ll see if she returns.

It is hard to believe that this is my last report before seeing many of you again. I plan to arrive in Nashville the evening of May 8 and Amanda and I are to
be married on June 10. I certainly look forward to visiting with you and talking about the work here during my visit. So far, I am scheduled to be at
Bartlett in Memphis on May 14 and Westvue on May 21. If you would like for me to report on the work here I will be happy to do so. I will of course
have to give priority to the congregations that are actively supporting me but will try to accommodate as many as are interested.

Speaking of support, thanks to the many who have shown interest after my last report. I am happy to say that all but $150 of my present needs have been
met and more than one place has expressed interest in taking care of that.

As always, thank you for your interest in the work here and your prayers on my behalf. They make an often difficult job more than bearable.
In Him,

Matt Duggin
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